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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL KOOTENAY 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

Date May 29, 2020 
For immediate release 
 

High streamflow advisory for entire RDCK 
 

 
Nelson, BC: Extreme vigilance is required this weekend around rivers, creeks and streams in the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK), specifically the Salmo and Slocan river regions. The BC River Forecast 
Centre has issued a high streamflow advisory for the entire RDCK. The current hot weather and rain event 
forecast for this Saturday, May 30, 2020, has the potential to give the region a one-two punch in terms of 
flooding.  A high streamflow advisory indicates river levels are rising or expected to rise rapidly and minor 
flooding in low-lying areas is possible. 
 
“As far as weather scenarios during freshet season, this is worst case,” says Chris Johnson, Regional 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) Director. “Weather this hot, over this many days results in significant 
snow melt, essentially filling up our rivers and creeks. This on its own can be challenging, but when it is 
followed by precipitation, especially this kind of convective weather that is likely to result in thunderstorms 
forming with severe downpours, it results in the potential for very high, possibly destructive flows in our 
systems.” 
 
The RDCK EOC will be monitoring the conditions throughout the weekend, but stresses, while the impacts 
on larger systems like the Slocan and Salmo rivers are more easily predicted, the many steep creeks and 
streams throughout the region are susceptible to sudden and significant increases of flow. The RDCK EOC is 
asking that all residents be extremely vigilant if they are planning to be around our water ways this 
weekend, but recommends if you live near a creek or river, or have experienced flooding from a creek or 
river in the past, now is the time to get prepared.  
 
“Evacuations may be required with little to no warning, so please do take some time now to get prepared 
in the event you are required to leave in a moments notice,” says Johnson.  
 
See below for links to emergency resources. 
 
BC Flood Warnings and Advisories 
BC River Forecast Centre  
Be flood prepared 
Make your plan 
Build your emergency kit and grab-and-go bag 
 
 
 

http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/warnings/index.htm
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/drought-flooding-dikes-dams/river-forecast-centre
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/preparedbc/know-your-hazards/floods
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/preparedbc/make-your-plan
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/preparedbc/build-an-emergency-kit-and-grab-and-go-bag


Incorporated in 1965, the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is a local government that serves 60,000 
residents in 11 electoral areas and nine member municipalities. The RDCK provides more than 160 services, 
including community facilities, fire protection and emergency services, grants, planning and land use, regional 
parks, resource recovery and handling, transit, water services and much more. For more information about the 
RDCK, visit www.rdck.ca.  
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Chris Johnson  
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) Director 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
Tel: 250 352-1530  
Email: cjohnson@rdck.bc.ca 
 
 

For media enquiries: 
 
Dan Elliott 
Communications Coordinator 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
Tel: 778-288-7121  
Email: delliott@rdck.bc.ca 
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